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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



I hereby certify that this paper is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 

July 16. 2Q01 

Date of Deposit 

Carmella Stephens 42328 



Assistant Commissioner of Patents 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

SIR: 

In response to the Restriction Requirement dated February 15, 2001 , please 
consider the following remarks. The Examiner has stated that the claims of the present 
application contain three inventions, which he has divided into the following groups: 



Group I, claims 1-7, 12 and 14, drawing to a method generating a hepatic 
cell culture and to a population of matrix/hepatic cell clusters, classified in 
class 435, subclass 373; 

Group II, claims 8-1 1, 13, 15 and 16, drawn to a method of generating a 
three-dimensional hepatic cell culture and composition comprising 
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matrix/hepatic cell clusters on a three-dimensional support, and three- 
dimensional tissue culture matrix, classified in class 435, subclass 395; 
and 

Group III, claims 17-19, drawn to a method of providing hepatic function 
in a subject having a liver disorder, classified in class 424, subclass 93.7. 



In response, Applicants elect to pursue the claims of Group I in this application 
without prejudice to the prosecution of the subject matter of non-elected claims in other patent 
applications. Applicants make their election with traverse, on the grounds that the claimed 



processes of Group I and Group II are conceptually linked, and would not require separate 
searches. Accordingly, Applicants request that the restriction requirement be reconsidered. 



The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of any fees associated 



with this communication to Deposit Account No. 02-4377. Two copies of this sheet are 
enclosed. 
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